I urge that we reject the metaphors of war.  Justice and prudence requires that we turn to law.

A basic principle of justice precludes victims from serving as judge, jury, and executioner in their own case.  We need an international tribunal to prosecute, convict, and perhaps execute the guilty.  Courts circumvent vigilantism and blood feuds.  They provide justice for the victims and they protect against unending cycles of mutual revenge.

The U.S. is on the verge of crossing a threshold into a war against Islam.  It is radically imprudent to unleashing that particular “dog of war”. There is no plausible end game scenario on that path.  Thus, we must not pursue that strategy.

We have just completed the most violent century in history.  It is time to abandon our frontier mentality and turn instead to civilizing institutional means to cope with our problems.

Thank you.
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